STAVIRIZER
Ig[esias e
maoera en
Noruega

Con el establecimiento del
Cristianismo en Noruega hate
mil afios, [a cultura de la
Europa continental logré poner
un pie en el pais. El encuentro
entre ln vieja citura y la
nueva, impulsd o lo saciedad
noruega. Los edificios de los
iglesias cuentan parte de lo
historio de esto tenvergentia
cultural.

Hakon CHriSTE

Aungue ninguna delas 29
iglesias que han sobrevivido
pertenece ala primeragenera:
cion de iglesias noruegas,
sabemos que esos edificios que
son dd siglo X1, primer periodo
de converson d Cristianismo,
estaban muy proximosen su
concepcidn alasiglesasde
duelas. Las més primitivas eran
de maderay tenian muros de
postes verticalesy tablones. Sin
embargo los postes estaban
hincados en €l terreno. Esto les
proporcionaba suficiente
estabilidad como entramado
congtructivo dd edificio, pero
provocabaque se pudrieran sus
empotramientos. Restos de esta
primerageneraciondeiglesas
pueden verse en forma de
hileras de huecos de pilotajes
profundos en yacimientos
arqueol 6gicos. Los restos de
maderaque permanecen en €
fondo de exos taladros revelan
fracaso de esas construcciones.
Aparentemente, la primera
generacion deiglesias no durd
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més de 100 afios. En € siglo
XiI la necesidad de construccio-
nes Mas sélidas s hizo patente.
El problemase soluciond
mediante laintroduccionde
durmientes, sobre los cudes
descansaban los tablonesy los
pilares, eevando los muros del
terrenoy protegiéndolosasi de
la pudriuén. El método se
demostro tan efectivo que las
iglesas permanecenen pié
todavia

Este método de construccién es
el que hadado nombrealas
iglesas. Un muro aduelado se
forma con tablones verticales
con sus bases ensambladasa
cgay espigasobre unaviga
durmiente, y en su cabezaaun
testero. En cada esquinase
coloca un nuevo poste conecta
do iguamentecon d durmiente
y lacarrerasuperior. Con este
sistema, d muro aduelado
presenta un sdlido entramado
de postesy testeros cugado de
tablones verticdes. Los dur-
mientesde los cuatro muros
forman una sdlida estructura
horizontal sobrela que descansa
latotalidad ddl edificio. Las
carreras conectadas entre si
forman el entramado horizontal
superior.

Aunquese gpreciandistintas
soluciones, todaslas iglesias
responden aesta misma
tipologfa. El tipo més comun es
un sencillo y relativamente
pequefio edificio con una nave
rematada por un estrecho
presbiterio separado por una
cancelay cubierto por un tejado
inclinado.
Laiglesamésgrandey lamés
ornamentada esla de Borgund
Church. Constade unanavey
un estrecho preshiterio el cud
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The stave churches of Norway

With the establishment of Christianity in Norwoy
one thausand years aqo, the aliure of continental
Europe gained o first foothold in the country. The
meeting between the new culture and the old gove
rise to impulses which mode o considerahle
impression o Norwegion seciety. Church buildings
tell some of the story of this cultural convergente.

By Hakon Christie

Aithough nome of tha 29 stave churches thot now
swivive belongs fo the first generafion of Norwe-
gion churches, we now know that these built in the
gleventh tentury - during the early period of
tonversion to Christionity, - were dosely related o
the stave churches. The earliest ones were built of
wood and had wollr of upright posts and planks.
However, the posts were embedded in holes in the
ground. Thir gove them sufficient stability to
function s the constructive frame-work of the
building, but it alse caused their bases ta rot. Tretes
of thir first generation of Norwegion ¢hurches con
still be seen in the form of rows of deep post-holes
at archgeological sites, ond decoyed remuins of
wood at the bettom of the post-holes elearly reveal
the fate of these 2arly constructions.

Apparemly, the first generalion churches did nat
stand for more than dbout a hundred years. In the
twelfth century the need for more solid construtions
became obvious. The problem wos solved by
introducing sils, upen which the planks and staves
rested, thus raising the walls above ground level
ond protecting them against rol. The method
proved so sffecive thot thurches buili in the twelith
century ore still standing fodoy,

Ivir thir meihod of construction thet has given the
stave churches their name. A stave wall consists of
vartical plonks with their basas i o groove i the
sili-baam, and their tops in o groove in the woll-
plate. Al eath corner is an upright post connatted
to the sill below and L e wall-plate above, Thus, o
stave woll hor o solid frame consisting of silt, wall-
plote, ond twe mrner posts. Thir sill ir filled with
vertical plonks. The sills of the four wallsform o
salid horizontal frame on which the whole dhurch
rests. The wafl-plotes form o corresponding
horizontal frame ot thie top.

Mony differenttypes of stave church hove bean built
buf they hove one shared feature in thot oll hove
stnve wolls. The most common type ir o simple,
relatively small building with a neve ond a norrow
chancel. An even simpler construttion is the feng
chureh, in which the nave and the changel form o
ringle, retanguler building of uniform breadth
under o pitched roof. In these chisrches the choncel
tas been divided off from the nave by on epen
woll or chane] screen.

The lirgest and most ornetely designed skeve church
in Norway is Borgund church, This consists of anave
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tiene un afiadido semicircular y
un &sdeen sulado Egte. Sin
embargo U caracterigtica
diferencid esladiferenciade
dturaentrelanavey las alas.
Ademéas exigeuna gderia
exterior que rodeatodala
iglesa Edas gderiaseran
comunes €N todasedasiglesas
Laparteadtadelanavees
soportada por pilares exentos,
Separadoscada 2 my desplaza
dos drededor de 1 m del muro
externo. Esta hileraseparala
nave central de las laterales.
Algunas iglesias adudladas
tienen sdlo una hilada de pilares
exentos, colocadaen € centro
delanavey llegan hastacl
techo. Edtasiglesas 2 parecena
las de tipo ssmple, pero su
construccion es mas complga
Edtas iglesias son construccio-
nes de gran cdidad, ricamente
decoradascon tallas, especial-
menteen los marcos de las
puertas. Edatradicionde rica
ornamentacion gparece comao
unareferencia alas tallas de
animaesdelaépocavikinga.
Los dragones se han redizado
primorosamentey se transfor-
maron progresvamente en
otras criaturas fantasticas,
enlazadas con talosy hojasde
parra. Los daboradosdisefios
< redlizan con gran habilidad
pero son dificilmentecoheren-
tes con la iconografiacrisianao
las imagenes evangdlicas.
Losinterioresdelas iglesas son
OSCUr0S CoN escasos puntos de
luz, gpenas unas aberturas
redondas bgo d tedio que
producfan una penambra
crepuscular en d interior.

A pesxr de todo, |os tallistas
embdlecieron también d
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interior. En algunos casos los
pilares rematan con capitees, en
clara referenciaa estilo romani-
co del momento en piedra

Iglesia de Haltdalen
Lamayoriadelasiglesas eran
pequefias, SMpPlEs naves rematar
das por tgados de tqudasde
maderay a igua quelos

muros, embreados. | nternamen-
te, € espacio s prolonga hesta
la cumbrera. Como € espauo es
pequeiio no puede ampliarse
con d aumento delosfides,
particularmente tras laintro-
duccion delos bancosde
asento.

Laiglesade Hatddenhasido
tredadadad Ecomuseo de
Trendelag de Sverresborg, cerca
de Trondheim, donde hasido
restaurado hasta su aspecto
origind y puede estudiarsecon
detenimicnto.
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and 0 narrow chancel, but in oddition the rhonrel has
0 semicircular extension, or opse, ot the eost and.
However, the distinguishing charactaristic of this type
is that the central part of the nave is higher thon the
gisles. The Jatter must not be confused with the external
galleries which surround the entire rhurth, External
galleries were common in aff types of siove churches,
and ore, thera-fore, not characteristic of ony particular
type. The higher saction of the nave is supporfed by
free-standing pasts, speced dbout two metres apart and
nlaced approximately ane meire inside the auter walls.
These separate the gistes from the tentral nave.
Sema of the stove churthes hoveoniy one free-standing
post, placed in the middle of the nave ond reathing
right ©p To the roof. These tentral-mast rhurrhes
ressmble most dosely the rhurrhes of o simple 1Ype
with o nave and o narcower rhonrel, but their system
of construction is more complex.

The stove churches ore censtructions of high quaity,
richly decorafad with rorvings. In virtwally all of them
the doorfromes ore detorotedfromtop to bottom with
carvings. Thir tradition of rich ornamentation appears
tg 9o hack to the animal carvings of the Viking uge.
The dragons ore fovingly exetuted ond ransformed
info long-limbed creatures of fantasy, here ond there
entwined with tendrils of vine, with winding stems and
sarroted leoves. The eloborate designs ore exeruted
with supreme ariistic skill. The stove rhurth deorways
ore, therefare, omongthe most distinctive works of art
to be found in Norway, However, it s difficulf to connect
them with the Christian gospel.

The intetiors of the stave churches ore dark. The only
origina! sources of fight were smaltround apenings
high up under the roof, whirh shed o meagre light an
the lafty room. Nevertheless, the wood ¢ervers made
some ambellishinent in the interior. In some of the
thurrhes the pasts ore equippad with capitals, giving
pssociations with the rontemporory Remangsque stene
churches. The obvious wish was to decorate the stave
rhurthes in the sgme woy os the best known stone
churches of the doy. The basic construdion of the sfave
churchés . o0 jntimately linked tothe properties of wood
- has, however, bgen preserved intad.

Halrdalen stove church

Most of the Norwegian stove rhurthes were small,
simple buildings with o short nave ond ¢ narrew
chancel. The roofing wos usually wooden shingles, and
both the roof ond the walls weretorred. Internally the
roomr extended right up ta the ridge of the rack. As
the rhurrhes were small they could not sccommodate
Le growing congregations, particularly affer seating
wos introduced. Most of the rtove rhurthes of ths fype
were demolished, or extended ond rebuilt. Haltdofen
thurrh fas Been moved from s site to the Trandelag
Folk Museur at Sverreshorg, near Trondheim, where
it has been resfored to its origingl appecrance.
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